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Greetings for Christmas and the New Year 2020 
 

Dear Friends,	

This year again we take the opportunity to express our thanks and gratitude to you for 

being supportive to our village development work with your time, energy and finance 

throughout the year.  On this occasion we would like to share some of our yearly 

activities that we have executed. 

The regular programmes that include the educational centres at Ghosaldanga, Bishnubati 

and RSV school have continued peacefully without disruption. The annual events and 

activities, Baha Parab, annual picnic, Independence Day, Teachers’ Day, Shishu Mela, 

Museum Day celebration, too, went on successfully.  Besides teaching the high school 

and primary children in the morning and evening at Ghosaldanga, Mono Murmu, Anil 

Hemram and the teachers had put up dance, drama, and music performances with their 

students on several village occasions. At Bishnubati, Ramjit Mardi, Bimol Baski, Uttam 

Baski and the teachers along with their students and villagers successfully did a grand 

opening of the museum annexure ‘Hapram Dander’ on the Museum Day celebration on 

9th December.  A seminar on 'the Museum of Santal Culture:  Its future and the 

possibilities of attracting mainstream visitors' and a cultural programme by the students 

and the villagers was also organized successfully. At RSV too, besides regular classes, 

Sanyasi Lohar, teachers and students had organized an awareness campaign programme 

on the conservation of ground water and plantation of trees in the neighboring schools 

and villages. 	

There were several collaborative programmes conducted this year. The Football 

Coaching Camp ‘Kick for Help’ for the girls and boys which has been started on 15th 
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December 2018, is continuing successfully. Several tournaments have been organized 

with the local football teams in Ghosaldanga and elsewhere. The project has been funded 

by Mr. Norbert Neuser, a German member of the European Union Parliament. 	

Ten members from the Action Northeast Trust (ANT), Assam, visited us. They work with 

the Bodo and Santal tribes in Assam in the field of education, health care, sports and 

tribal empowerment. The interaction with them was very fruitful. Dr. Arun Kiro and Dr. 

Soma Kiro, the former and present Assistant Curators of the ‘Indira Gandhi Rashtriya 

Manav Sangrahalaya’ (IGRMS), Bhopal, visited us to collect the museum artifacts for the 

national museum. We guided them in collecting materials from the Santal, Kora and 

Mahale tribes in the neighboring villages of Santinketan.  	

The workshops on the usage of smart phones for the village youth and how to grow a 

book-reading habit among children had been organized in collaboration with a Kolkata 

based organization ‘Ayash An Effort’. A ten days theatre workshop was also organized 

with the support of a social and cultural organization ‘Urotaar’, Kolkata. At the end the 

participants of the workshop presented a theatre performance in Bishnubati. 	

Prof. Oivind Fuglerud, Dr. Gro Ween and Prof. Lundblad from the Museum of Cultural 

History, Oslo, stayed for four days, and we helped them with collecting literatures for 

some of the Santal ethnographic collections of their museum preserved since more than 

hundred years. 	

This year we received three student volunteers from Germany.  Annalena Wagner and 

Johannes Ritz who are interested in agriculture, are working in the RSV farm in 

collaboration with Monotosh Das, Pintu Ghosh and our hostel students. They have 

planted various vegetables. They plan to share their experience with the villagers too. 

Talina Brehm teaches gymnastic to the hostel students and English to the students of the 

RSV school and in Bishnubati. On 9th December, Talina and her students presented a 

very good gymnastic performance for the villagers at Bishnubati. 	

 	

This year five members of the ‘Friends of Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati’ in Germany, 

Marianne Pal Chowdhury, Hedwig and Ulrich Oser, Manfred Watzke and Stefan Kastner 

visited us. They attended various programmes and discussed with the persons concerned 
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individually as well as in groups about their developments. A letter by Dr. Franz Dietrich 

(Paris, France) was read out and discussed at a meeting. It was written to the employees 

of the organization explaining his reasons why he made a substantial contribution to the 

village fund.  	

We received a number of visitors who came on various occasions, Prof. Sushanta 

Dattagupta, former Vice-Chancellor, Visva-Bharati; Dr.Mita Chakraborty, former curator 

and Keeper, Indian Musuem, Kolkata; Dr. Debasis Mondal, Dept. of Anthropology, 

University of Kolkata; Dr. Dhoneshwar Majhi, Head, Department of Santali, Visva-

Bharati; Dr. Monika Golembiewski, child specialist and Head, Mother and Child Care 

Centre, Makrampur;  Prof. Sharmishtha Dattagupta, Santiniketan.; Mr. Sunder Manoj 

Hembrom, Writer, Bandel; and Prof. Sudipto Mukherjee, Baharampur College.   	

 	

We have had some setbacks and sad news too. One of our successful projects the 

‘Scheduled Tribe Specific Rural Bio-Technology programme’ conducted in collaboration 

with the Bose Institute, Kolkata has been stopped after five years of work. We supported 

more than five hundred families in developing their livelihood through various income 

generation programmes in 15 different tribal villages. Now, we run this project with our 

own resources in a small area. We are also extremely sad at the sudden demise of two of 

our promising and energetic colleagues: Suno Mardi, a cook of RSV school, and Bimol 

Patra, a high school teacher of Bishnubati. Both died young. May their souls rest in 

peace. 	

At the end we hope to get your confidence and support in the coming year too. We all 

wish you	

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2020 

 

Boro Baski                  Sona Murmu               Sanyasi Lohar             Gokul Hansda 

Monotosh Das             Snehadri S. Chakraborty         Martin Kämpchen       

Ramjit Mardi and his team of Junior Leaders 

 

Website www.dorfentwicklung-indien.de	
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