
The Seasons in the Santal Celebration of Life 

	  Udayan 

   

A lecture demonstration on the theme “The Seasons in the Santal Celebration of Life” was performed by a team from Rolf 
Schoembs Vidyashram (a Non-formal Santal School), Ghosaldanga on 30th November, 2014 at ‘Udayan’ Rabindra 
Bhavan, Shantiniketan. ‘Udayan’ house is one of the five houses that is located inside the ‘Uttarayan’ complex and in 
which Rabindranath lived for longer time. Presently, the house is part of the Rabindra Museum in Santiniketan. The 
programme began with the inaugural speech delivered by Prof. Tapti Mukherjee, Director, Ravindra Bhavan; who told the 
audience about the tradition of Ravindra Bhavan. She also mentioned that first time in the history of Ravindra Bhavan the 
tradition had been broken by permitting to stage a programme which was not Tagorean in nature. But, she also mentioned 
that Tagore had an admiration for the Santal culture and their way-of-life, which has been clearly mirrored in some of his 
poems and songs. The next speaker was the Guest-of-Honour, Dr. Martin Kämpchen. He too connected Santal culture 
and way-of-life to the works of Tagore.  
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 Third speaker, Dr. Boro Baski was the host and co-narrator of the programme along with a younger female 
counterpart Ms. Kalidasi Mardi. He spoke about the way-of-life of Santals and their association with nature and 
seasons. Santals have festivals for every season. Sohrae is their main festival. It comes in January just after harvesting 
crops and stays for five long days. Singing, dancing, drinking and merry-making go on for the whole five days. Villagers 
invite their relatives. Old mates meet and recall their hey days and togetherness. The pupils of Rolf Schoembs 
Vidyashram, Ghosaldanga displayed splendid singing and dancing of Sohrae festival. The translated lyrics in Bengali 
were presented to the audience by Dr. Baski before the performance.   

                                                                                            

 Baha festival is celebrated to welcome the renewed earth. The jungle and trees are overlaid with fresh leaves and 
sparkling flowers. Its festivity was demonstrated with a beautiful song and graceful dance by the girls from Ghosaldanga.     
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	   Dasae	  dancing	  comes	  at	  the	  time	  of	  Hindu’s	  ‘Durga	  Puja’.	  Santal	  lads	  and	  men	  dress	  themselves	  in	  a	  particular	  
manner.	  And	  some	  of	  them	  disguise	  themselves	  in	  women’s	  attire	  wander	  village	  to	  village	  in	  search	  of	  their	  lost	  hero.	  
They	  enter	  every	  house	  in	  a	  village	  and	  perform	  very	  rhythmic	  dance	  of	  Dasae	  in	  amazing	  tune.	  	  People	  voluntarily	  offer	  
them	  food	  grain	  and	  money	  for	  their	  performance.	  	  Male	  members	  of	  the	  team,	  which	  include	  Mr.	  Gokul	  Hansda	  and	  Dr.	  
Baski	  himself	  performed	  hilarious	  dancing	  and	  singing	  of	  Dasae	  before	  the	  audience	  and	  enthralled	  them.	  	  	  

	   In	  between,	  two	  Tagore	  songs	  were	  sung	  in	  Santali	  that	  were	  related	  to	  seasons	  and	  synchronize	  with	  the	  	  
Santal	  festivals	  	  viz.	  Janthar,	  Erok’	  Porob	  and	  Hariyar	  Sim	  Porob	  .	  Dr.	  Baski	  elaborated	  their	  relevance	  and	  significance	  in	  
a	  Santal-‐life.	  Lastly,	  the	  demonstration	  was	  ended	  with	  a	  Dong	  singing	  and	  dancing	  performance	  by	  the	  whole	  team,	  
which	  was	  purely	  a	  magical	  experience.	  	  The	  programme	  was	  ended	  with	  an	  introduction	  to	  all	  members	  of	  the	  team	  
and	  vote-‐of-‐thanks	  by	  Prof.	  Tapti	  Mukherjee.	  	  	  

(Report	  prepared	  by	  Mr.	  Sunder	  Manoj	  Hembrom;	  Photos-‐	  Mr.	  Theophil	  Hembrom	  and	  Mr.	  Joseph	  Hembrom,	  Bandel)	  


