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1. Introduction 
The Ghosaldanga Adibasi Seva Sangha (GASS) works in two Santal villages, viz. Ghosaldanga and 
Bishnubati, situated about 10 km away from the town Bolpur and the University of Santiniketan. Twelve 
years ago, Bishnubati founded the registered society Bishnubati Adibasi Marshal Sangha (BAMS). 
Hence, the activities at Bishnubati assume their separate identity. However, the two villages continue to 
cooperate closely. The funding continues to be entirely routed through GASS. In 1996, the Rolf 
Schoembs Vidyashram (RSV) was founded, a non-formal tribal day school, situated between Ghosal-
danga and Bishnubati. 

The aim of the Sanghas and of the school is the all-round development of the tribal population in these 
two villages and in many neighbouring villages. Its main thrust, however, has been education. The last 
page presents an overview of the results GASS has achieved in the last 26 years. Other areas of work have 
been: medical aid, family health and hygiene, fishery, vocational training, maintaining a Museum of San-
tal Culture, bio-farming and, last but not least, the maintenance and dissemination of Santal culture. 

GASS has been enlisted under Section 80 G of the Income Tax Act. 1961, by which anybody donating 
an amount to the organisation, can receive exemption from income tax in India. 

In 2002, the Ghosaldanga Bishnubati Adibasi Trust (GBAT) has been founded at Kolkata. The pri-
mary intention of the Trust is to provide continuity to the work and security to the employees of GASS 
and BAMS, and also to give occasional assistance to various Non-Governmental Organizations working 
with the needy, poor, destitute, downtrodden people, primarily of rural India (for details see Deed of the 
Trust). The Trust members are the senior members of GASS and BAMS and some prominent and like-
minded personalities from Kolkata. The Trust continues to support these two tribal organizations ideally 
and financially. 

 
 

2. Managing Committees 
The Managing Committee of Ghosaldanga has been constituted on 12th June 2008.  
Given below are the names, designation and profession of its members: 

Name      Designation              Profession 
Mohan Hembrom         President          Farmer 
Dudu Murmu               Vice-President          Farmer 
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Sona Murmu    Secretary         Social Worker 
Nilu Murmu     Assistant Secretary  Farmer 
Lakhiram Tudu    Treasurer               Social Worker 
Bijoy Tudu     Member                   Farmer 
Dhona Hansda    Member                   Farmer 
Dasarath Murmu   Member       Teacher 
Balui Murmu             Member                   Tailor 
The Managing Committee meets whenever the need arises to take decisions. 
 
 
The Managing Committee of Bishnubati is given below with the names, designation and profession of its 
members: 
 
Name       Designation    Profession 
1. Boro Baski    President     Teacher-in-charge 
2. Dhona Soren    Vice-President   Artist 
3. Ramjit Mardi    Secretary     Teacher 
4. Gobinda Baski   Assistant Secretary  Student 
5. Bimol Baski    Treasurer     Social Worker 
6. Suno Mardi    Member     Farmer 
7. Mongla Mardi   Member     Farmer 
8. Jithu Baski    Member     Farmer 
9. Sanyasi Lohar   Member     Artist 
 
 
3. The Sangha Council 
The Managing Committees are supported by the Sangha Council which meets once a month and discusses 
all vital development problems and future projects of GASS, BAMS and RSV. It consists of the educated 
members of the Sangha who assume leadership in the process of decision-making and the execution of 
these decisions. 

> Sona Murmu, Ghosaldanga, Secretary GASS, in charge of all activities at Ghosaldanga, overall in 
charge of the RSV Bio-Orchard. 

> Boro Baski, Bishnubati, President BAMS and In-charge of RSV and of correspondence. 

> Gokul Hansda, Dhanyasara, Co-founder of RSV and in charge of Santal cultural programmes and 
excursions. 

>     Monotosh Das, Bolpur, full-time worker of the RSV Bio-Orchard and marketing. 
> Snehadri Sekhar Chakraborty, Asst. Engineer, Visva-Bharati University, Santiniketan; in charge 

of construction and repair work as well as of the financial management of GASS and BAMS. 
>     Sanyasi Lohar, Bishnubati, artist and art teacher, social worker. 
> Bimol Baski, Bishnubati, kindergarten teacher, Treasurer of BAMS and in charge of Vocational 

Training Centre (VTC), Bishnubati. 
> Pintu Ghosh, Bishnubati, teacher of the Secondary Coaching Centre at RSV and co-ordinator, 

BAMS. 
>     Lakhiram Tudu, treasurer of GASS and teacher of the evening school (Primary section). 

>         Ramjit Mardi, Secretary of BAMS and teacher of Secondary Coaching Centre,  
>         Martin Kämpchen, Santiniketan, advisor to GASS and BAMS; link-person to the "Friends of Gho-

saldanga and Bishnubati" (Germany) 
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4. Education 
Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati each run a Kindergarten (with lunch), a Primary Coaching Centre (for stu-
dents of class I to IV) and a Secondary Coaching Centre (for students of class V to X ) in their respective 
villages. The Kindergartens operate in the mornings, the Coaching Centres work in the early mornings 
and in the evenings. In addition, the Sanghas run a day school, i.e. a non-formal Santal school called the 
Rolf Schoembs Vidyashram (RSV). 
 
Type of School  Ghosaldanga      Bishnubati 
Kindergarten  32 (male 18, female 14)        24 (male 12, female 12) 
Primary Coaching 
Centre        17 (male 11, female 06)        32 (male 17, female 15) 
Secondary Coaching 
Centre        18 (male  9, female  9)        39 (male 12, female 27) 
 
* Lunch was given to all kindergarten children for six days a week. 
 
Senior students of Class X and above 
Villages Class-XI Class- XII B.A  
Ghosaldanga 5 ( M-1, F-4 ) 1 ( M-0, F-1 ) 0 
Bishnubati 8 ( M-7, F-1 ) 9  (M-3, F-6 ) 2 -Male 
Total 13 10 2 
 
* The above students’ number is of the current year. The students who have passed class X and above and 
have left studies or absorbed in various jobs have not been included here. Their figure has been given at 
the end of the report in The Overview.      
 
Employees of Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati at a glance 
Sl.
No 

Department No. of em-
ployees 

Name of employees 

1 Kindergarten  2 Parboti Baski, Bimol Baski 
2 Primary Coaching Centres 3 Lakhiram Tudu, Narayan Murmu, Suno Mardi 
3 RSV (KG – class IV) 5 Boro Baski, Mono Murmu, Ranjit Khan, Konika 

Khan, Sumoti Mardi, Uttom Baski 
4 Secondary Coaching Cen-

tre (Class V – VIII) 
5 Dasarath Murmu, Mongal Tudu, Bimol Patra, 

Ramjet Mardi, Swapan Ghosh 
5 Coaching Centre (Class- V 

– VIII) at RSV 
2 Deep Das (Mathematics), Samir Kr. Das 

(English), 
6 Hostel(RSV) Class V–X 2 Pintu Ghosh (morning), Gobinda Baski 
7 Health Workers 3 Satyanarayan Roy, Rani Baski 
7 Cooks 2 Dhona Hansda, Shusila Hansda  
8 Garden/Bio-orchard 1 Monotosh Das 
9 Night Guards 2 Rupai Hembrom, Nobin Baski 
10 Administrator 1 Sona Murmu 
 
* Most of the teachers are part- timers. The full-time teachers perform administrative duties besides teach-
ing. For example, Pintu Ghosh, who teaches at the hostel in the morning, also looks after the accounts of 
BAMS at Bishnubati in the evening. Bimol Baski, Ramjit Mardi, Parboti Murmu and Lakhiram Tudu too 
perform other duties besides teaching. 
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5.  Educational, Recreational and Cultural Programmes 
 
(a) VILLAGE EVENTS 
 
* On 9th April 2011, the annual ‘Children Fair’ was organised at Bishnubati. This year also members of 
several ‘Self-Help Group’ put up their food shops at the fair. A cultural programme too was organised at 
the fair. The whole village, especially the children, enjoyed the evening thoroughly.   
 
* On 2nd June, a four-member team of GASS, headed by Boro Baski, met the Sub-divisional Police Offi-
cer (SDPO) in Santiniketan, and again on 8th June three member-team of GBAT, headed by Snehadri 
Shekar Chakraborty, met the Superintendent of Police (SP) of Birbhum District. In both meetings the 
teams discussed the recent developments of RSV. They submitted a memorandum expressing their con-
cern about the recent political unrest in the area which jeopardizes the safety of the school.  
 
* From 10th to 13th July, a Workshop on Innovative Science Teaching Methods was organised at RSV. 
About 30 teachers of the organisation and neighbouring schools participated in the three-day workshop. 
Mr. Samar Bagchi, former director of Birla Technology and Science Museum, Kolkata, and Dr. Arindam 
Rana, Dept. of Chemistry, City College, Kolkata, conducted the workshop. Certificates were distributed 
to the participants on the last day of the workshop in a colourful programme. Ms. Krishna Mardi, the Ad-
ditional District Magistrate of Birbhum District was the chief guest of the certificate distribution cere-
mony.  
 
* On 15th August, the Independence Day of India and the Foundation Day of RSV were celebrated. Solo 
and group songs and a dance competition were the main attractions of this year’s celebration. Students 
and villagers from neighbouring villages took part with great enthusiasm. Rathin Kisku, the Santal Baul 
singer, was one of the judges.    
 
* On 17th August, the annual meeting of he Ghosaldanga Bishnubati Adibasi Trust (GBAT) was held 
at Chutti Guest House, Bolpur. In this meeting Mrs. Mary Ann Dasgupta, an educationist and one of the 
trustees resigned from the Trust Board by citing her age. She has been one of the mentors of our school, 
the RSV. Her Sharehouse Charitable Foundation has supported our school immensely, especially with 
regard to developing our teaching materials and the method of teaching. Our heartfelt gratitude to Mrs 
Mary Ann Daspupta!  On the next day she, along with her assistant Mr. Khokan Mondal, visited RSV and 
gave a small demonstration of her new teaching aids to our teachers.   
 
* On 4th September, four members of the GBAT met Mr. Sandhi Mukherjee (Rtd. IPS) at his residence in 
Kolkata to invite him to be one of the trust members in the position left vacant by Mrs. Mary Ann Das-
gupta. Mr. Mukherjee happily accepted the offer.    
 
* On 12th October, a four member team of Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati, headed by Ramjit Mardi met Mr. 
Krishna Mardi, the Additional District Magistrate (Development) (ADM) of Birbhum District to submit 
an appeal to protect the village forestry around Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati grown by the villagers since 
the last 23 years. This was in protest against some local businessmen who were trying to cut the trees ille-
gally. Finally the forestry was saved by the intervention of the ADM.  
 
* From 7th to 19th November, giving Tribute to the150th Birth Anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore, a Two 
Week workshop was organized on ‘The Expression of Santal Art and Culture through Multi-media 
Applications’. Mr. Ludwig Pesch, a musician by profession, and his organization, the ‘Tribal Cultural 
Heritage in India Foundation’, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, has conceptually and financially collabo-
rated with us in this programme. The organizations and individuals who helped us to make this workshop 
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successful were Mr. Samiran Nandy, Senior photographer, Visva-Bharati;  Mr. Nilopal Majumdar, Dean, 
Satyajit Ray Film & Television Institute, Kolkata; Ms. Ishani Majumdar, Documentary Research Initia-
tives, Kolkata; Mr. Sanchayan Ghosh, Head, Department of Paintings, Visva-Bharati; Prof. Kumkum 
Bhattacharya, Visva-Bharati and Prof. Ranjit Bhattacharya, former director of Anthropological Survey of 
India, Kolkata. 
 
* On 20th January, 2012, the chiefs of the global pharmaceutical company Merck visited RSV. They 
were Dr. Karl-Ludwig Kley, Chairman of the Executive Board and General Partner of Merck KGaA and 
Mr. Jon Baumhauer, Chairman of the Executive Board of E. Merck KG and Chairman of the Family 
Board, along with members of Merck India company, Mumbai. They also went to Bishnubati to see the 
Museum of Santal Culture. A colourful dance and musical programme was organised at RSV in their 
honour. Dr. Kley and Mr. Baumhauer awarded a stipend created in their name, the Merck Stipends, to 11 
the high school students.  
 
* On 11 & 12th February, the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of ‘Ghosaldanga Adibasi Seva Sangha’ was 
celebrated. Several hundred villagers from Ghosaldanga, Bishnubati and neighbouring villages and doz-
ens of guests from Santiniketan, Kolkata, Delhi, Bangladesh, Germany, England and Canada took part in 
the two-day programme. (See details at the end of the report) 
 
* From 11th to 19th February, as in previous years, a delegation from the ‘Friends of Ghosaldanga and 
Bishnubati e.V.’, Frankfurt/Germany (FGB) stayed with the organisation. Besides attending the Silver 
Jubilee Celebrations they also took part in several meetings and discussions with the core committee of 
the organisation and with the employees. The members of the FGB team were Mrs. Marianne Pal 
Chowdhury, Mr. Manfred Watzke, Hedwig Oser, Dr. Ulrich Oser and Mrs Johanna Klauke. 
 
* On 25th February, Dr. Monika Golembiewski and Ms. Silvia Mangatter organized a one-day seminar on 
‘The psychological and physical changes which occur during the adolescent period’. 25 youths of Gho-
saldanga and Bishunbati took part.  
 
* On 5th March, the Twenty-Third Annual Adibasi Baha Parab (Santal Spring Festival) was celebrated 
in Ghosaldanga with great enthusiasm. Like every year this time also hundreds of people from different 
parts of Birbhum District participated with their traditional folk groups and musical instruments. The pro-
gramme started at noon and continued till late evening. This year the ‘Baha Parab Award’ was conferred 
on the well-known social worker Fr. David M. Solomon SJ of “Johar”, Dumka, Jharkhand. 
 
* On 23rd March, The Kolkata Doordarshan (National Television) came to Bishnubati to shoot a Santal 
dance and music programme. For the entire day the television team filmed the performance of 30 boys 
and girls on the village roads. The programme was aired on 31st March.  
 
 
(b) EXCURSIONS – EVENTS – TRAINING outside the villages 
 
* On 6th April 2011, a tour was organised for the senior students rewarding them for taking special re-
sponsibilities during the 25-Year Celebration in March. Thirty students and teachers visited the histori-
cally important places of Birbhum District by mini bus.  
 
* From 27th to 30th June, 15 Managing Committee members from Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati went to 
Dumka, Jharkhand to join a Santal rally that went to Bhagnadihi to commemorate the famous Santal 
Revolution of 1855-56. Santals from all parts of India remember this day as HUL. It was initiated by the 
two Santal heroes Sidu Murmu and Kanu Murmu in 1855. Lead by Bimol Baski and Sona Murmu the 
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group walked about 100 kilometres along with three hundred Santals who had arrived from different 
states like Orissa, Assam, West Bengal and even from Bangladesh and Nepal.  
 
* On 30th June, a cultural team from Bishnubati participated at the State-level HUL Celebrations at Dhan-
sara village.  The three-day programme was organised by the Backward Class Welfare Department of 
Birbhum District.  
 
* On 23 August, 180 students from RSV school, Ghosaldanga and Bishunbati went to watch the African 
Olympic Circus at Bolpur.  
 
 
6.  The Rolf Schoembs Vidyashram (RSV)  
The Rolf Schoembs Vidyashram (phone: 03463-235 258) is a non-formal Santal School situated half a 
kilometre from Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati. The school was founded by Boro Baski and Gokul Hansda 
in 1996, who remain its full-time teachers (Gokul Hansda-till June 2010). The three part-time teachers are 
Mona Murmu, Uttom Baski, Konika Khan and two full time teachers Ranjit Khan and Sumoti Mardi who 
are the Wardens of Boys’ and Girls’ hostel respectively.  Baidyanath Murmu a Santal artist and ex-
student of Kala Bhavan, paints, draws and models with the children. There are also two cooks Dhona 
Hansda and Sushila Hansda who cooks for the school and hostel students. The school organises several 
regular programmes throughout the year. They include the celebration of Teachers’ Day (on 5th Septem-
ber), of Rabindranath Tagore’s Birthday (in the beginning of May), and of Independence Day of India, 
which is also the Foundation Day of RSV (on 15th August). Other programmes are organised occasion-
ally. 
 Since July 2010, a special Coaching Centre for classes IX to X has been started at RSV campus. The 
idea behind this centre is to provide quality teaching and guidance to the students who prepare themselves 
for their final examination (class X) during these two years. Another reason is to reduce the pressure of 
the teachers in the village centres at Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati who already suffer from the shortage of 
quality teachers. This year there were 25 students and three teachers in the centre. 
 
 
7. Hihiri Pipiri (Hostel) 
Hihiri Pipiri is the Students’ Home situated next to RSV. The home started as a Day Care Centre in 2006 
and transformed into a full-fledged home for the students in 2007. This year, 25 students (14 boys and 11 
girls) were staying in the hostel. The students are mostly former RSV-students and from an economically 
weak or disturbed family-background. Students of Class IV to X stay in the hostel; they study at various 
government high schools within a ten km radius of the hostel. Besides studying under the guidance of our 
teachers, they play, sing, paint, perform theatre and work in the garden of the school. This year they per-
formed a number of dances and a drama in three different programmes in our villages and outside.    
 
 
8. Bio-orchard (on RSV Campus) 
Biological farming (farming without pesticides and chemical fertiliser) is a great need in our country. To 
set an example to the farmers in our area and to have a source of income in harmony with nature and vil-
lage life, this orchard was started in 2001 under the guidance of Srikanta Mondal (of Manab Jamin). Hun-
dreds of fruit trees grow on the RSV campus now. Monotosh Das, a full-time worker, tends the entire or-
chard and sells its produce regularly: fruits, vegetables and by-products like jam and jelly at local markets 
in Bolpur and Santiniketan. The bio-orchard is still growing and developing. So far it has not yet given us 
sufficient profit in return for our investment. 
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Since last year, the parents of the sponsored children (.i.e. the children who get financial support for 
their education) work in the Bio-orchard once a week in return for the support they receive for their 
wards. 

This year a hand-tractor (power-tiller) has been bought to till the land of the organization. Villagers 
also use it by paying substantial fees.  
 
 
9.  Vocational Training Centre (VTC) 
The Vocational Training Centre (VTC) was started at Bishnubati in 2001 with the financial support of the 
German NGO Agape, Heidelberg. The centre organises various kinds of training programmes, seminars 
and workshops related to income generation activities. At present, ten Women-Self-Help Groups are ac-
tively associated with the Centre, which provides them technical and practical support in their initiatives. 
In the morning and evening the coaching classes for standard V to XII are also being held in the same 
building  

The Museum of Santal Culture is situated on the first floor of the VTC building and continues to re-
ceive visitors.  
 
 
10. Health, Nutrition and Sanitation 
As in previous years, Dr. Monika Golembiewski treated patients at Ghosaldanga, Bishnubati, RSV and 
neighbouring villages. After establishing the ‘Mother and Child Care Centre’ at Mokrampur, Bolpur town 
last year which is 10 kilometers away from Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati, she gives more time treating 
patients there. The hospital has not only been useful for villagers to get good health care services but 
equally useful for the people of the town.  

Satyaban Ray, a trained homoeopath and health-worker of GASS and BAMS, keeps direct and regular 
contact with the patients in the villages and the hospital. He is supported by two health workers: Parboti 
Murmu at Ghosaldanga and Sumoti Mardi at RSV school. Rani Baski who had been shouldering the re-
sponsibility of the health work at Bishnubati on a temporary basis, now looks after it full time.  

Dr. Sitaram Banerjee, a general physician of the Government Primary Health Centre, Sattore, has at-
tended our Ghosaldanga Health Centre to treat village patients once a week. Every Saturday about 45 to 
50 patients come for treatment from neighbouring villages. Emergency and serious medical cases are re-
ferred to the ‘Mother and Child Care Centre’ at Mokrampur, Bolpur. This year 15 patients from Bishnu-
bati-Ashadullapur  and 13 patients from Ghosaldanga were referred to the Mother and Child Care Centre.  

Some of the serious medical cases that had been taken up were a tumour operation of Sukul Baski (10 
years) of Ashadullapur; gallbladder stone operation of Laxmi Tudu (45 years) and treatment of heart 
problem of Rabi Murmu, Ghosaldanga. Silvia Mangatter and Nico Golembiewski, two associates from 
Germany, joined the health activities of Dr. Monika Golembiewski for some time.  

The Nutrition Programme and Sanitation Programme continue at Rindanga, Pachabanpur and 
Bishnubati Hindu village under Dr. Monika Golembiewski’s guidance and run by Sanyasi Lohar.  

 
11. Hospitality and Partnerships 
Here is a list of some of the guests who we welcomed to our villages and RSV: 

• Mrs. Marianne Pal Chowdhury, Dr. Ulrich and Hedwig Oser, Mr. Manfred Watzke, Frankfurt 
(Germany) of the “Friends of Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati e.V.” came on their annual visit to 
discuss our work. 

• Dr. Monika Golembiewski, Mr. Nico Golembiewski and Ms. Silvia Mangatter of “Shining Eyes 
e.V.” (Germany); they continued their services in the fields of health, nutrition and sanitation. 
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• Ludwig Pesch and Mrs. Elizabeth den Otter, Amsterdam (Netherlands) of “Tribal Cultural Heritage 
in India Foundation” spent two weeks observing our work and exploring new avenues for coop-
eration. 

• Marta Bonin and André Eickmann, two German Social Work students of Bochum, did research at 
Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati for several weeks. 

• These some of the guests who arrived specially for our Silver Jubilee Celebrations in February 
2012 were: 

Alan Rousham, UK; 
Peter Adams, St.Wendel (Germany); 
Theophil Hembrom, Monoranjan Murmu, Joseph Hembrom, Ram Kisku and others from Bandel, 
Dist. Hooghly;  
Dr. Dominik. Mardi, New Delhi;  
Mrs. Lubna Marium, Dhaka (Bangladesh);  
Dr. (Mrs.) Kathleen O’Connell, Toronto (Canada);  
Fr. David M. Solomon SJ, “Johar”  Dumka, Jharkhand;  
Dr. Joachim Schmerbeck, TERI, New Delhi; 
Mr. Sandhi Mukherjee IPS, Kolkata. 

 
Further, we welcomed:  
Samiran Nandy, photographer, Santiniketan;  
Barka Soren, Sriniketan;  
Prof. Ranji Bhattacharya, Santiniketan;  
Mr. Aloke Kundu, Bergram Palli Sevaniketan; 
Mr. Paban Das, Shambhunath Dey &Co., Kolkata;  
Ms. Eva Volger, Germany; 
Mr. Nandalal Jha, Santiniketan; 
Mrs. Ranu Dattagupta, Santiniketan; 
Dr. Sujata Das, Kolkata; 
Julien Bardon, France; 
Prof. John Drèze, Ranchi; 
Prof. Ronald Kurt and family, Bochum (Germany); 
Mr. Arun Kapur, Valley School, New Delhi. 

 
 
 
12. “Friends of Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati e.V.”, Germany 
In 2008, the ‘Friends of Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati’ obtained German government registration in Frank-
furt. In the past, the group functioned informally, headed by Dr.-Ing. Mandaresh Mitra and his wife, Mrs. 
Dipl.-Päd. Roswitha Mitra. Presently, the organisation has a new executive body under the leadership of 
Mrs. Marianne Pal Chowdhury. The organisation disseminates information about our work and awareness 
about the Indian village situation in Germany. They also take the lead in collecting donations for the day-
to-day of our Sanghas and of RSV. We are very grateful to them!  Only with their help, we can continue 
to function.  

We continue to work closely with the Kindermissionswerk (The Pontificial Mission of Holy Child-
hood) / “Sternsinger” Aachen (Germany), and receive help from them. We also put on record our indebt-
edness to Dr. Monika Golembiewski for her dedicated medical and social service in our villages. 

The Meditation Centre Sonnenhaus in Beuron (Germany) donates a substantial amount every year to-
wards our regular expenses. 
 
 



9 
 

13. Sponsorship 
For the last several years, Dr. Monika Golembiewski has personally collected money in Germany to sup-
port some of the sick and physically weak children and mothers of our villages. Since the last three years, 
we have also started the sponsorship programme for needy students. After selecting the students and re-
ceiving their personal data, Dr. Monika Golembiewski and Mrs. Marianne Pal Chowdhury collected a 
number of like-minded persons who are willing to help these students. This year we have 11 more new 
educational sponsorships from Merck in Darmstadt/ Germany, a pharmaceutical company. Altogether 33 
sponsored students are being supported in various ways. As a policy, any one of the family members of a 
sponsored child should give one day of work in the campus of RSV. The work includes tilling the soil in 
the Bio-orchard, cleaning the garden or repairing thatched roofs etc.     
 
 
 
11. Births and Deaths 

Births: Bishnubati/Ashadullapur 

Sl.No Baby’s name M/F Parents’ name Date of Birth 

1 Salma Soren F Dulal & Hami Soren  09/03/2011 

2 Pradip Baski M Monsa & Sonmoni Baski   15/04/12 

3 Kamal Hembrum M Laxmiram & Joba Hembrom 02/05/11 

4 Srabanti Kisku F Dilip & Dasi Kisku 01/07/11 

5 Debjit Mardi M Babulal & Fulkoli Mardi 30/09/11 

6 Sibnath Baski M Joghu & Khukumoni Baski 07/05/11 

7 Laxmiram Mardi M Gonesh & Minoti Mardi   01/06/11 

8 Supriya Soren F Basuda & Sundari Soren 14/10/11 

9 Dip Baski M Budi & Milani Baski 22/10/11 

10 Suroj Murmu M Babulal & Sumi Murmu 14/11/11, 

11 Maeichel Hansda M Dataram &  Putul Hahsda 27/01/12 

12 Megha Baski F Sankar & Sukhi Baski 29/02/12 

13 Monali Kisku F Sathis & Nilmoni Kisku 04/03/12  

 

 

Deaths: Bishnubati 

Sl.No Deceased per-

son’s name 

M/F Age Date of 

Death 

Close Kin’s name Cause of 

death 

1 Sokol Murmu M 48 13/5/2011 Sunil Murmu (elder son) Lightning  

2 Anil Murmu M 25 13/5/2011 Sunil Murmu (Brother) Lightning 
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3 Rani Murmu F 28 21/5/2011 Bablu (Husband) Thyroid 

/malnourishe 

4 Salma Soren F 60 June 2011 Dhona Soren (Husband) Tuberculosis 

5 Badal Baski M 65 05/3/2012 Sigen Baski (Son) Leg broken 

6 Barka Baski F 80 11/5/2012 Sigen’s uncle Old age 

                     

 

 

Births: Ghosaldanga 

Sl.No Baby’s name M/F Parents’ name Date of Birth 

1 Biswajit Kisku M Kishan & Sumi Kisku 02/4/2011 

2 Siba Tudu M Sokol & Kusum Tudu 12/08/11 

3 Sunanada Hembrom F Sona & Muni Hembrom 26/7/2011 

4 Payal Hansda F Narayan & Parboti Hansda 19/8/2011 

5 Sanchita Tudu F Sokol & Shefali Tudu 20/11/11 

6 Sibcharan Tudu M Kabiraj & Sukurmoni Tudu 17/2/2012 

 

 

Deaths: Ghosaldanga  

Sl.No Deceased  

person’s name 

M/F Age Date of Death Close Kin’s name Cause of 

death 

1 Monjoy Tudu M 65 August 2011 Pani Tudu Tuberculosis 

2 Sumi Hembrom  F 62 October 2011 Kalicharan Hembrom Road accident 
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Silver Jubilee Celebrations 
(1987-2012) 

25 years of Development Efforts in the Santal Villages Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati 
Inspired by Rabindranath Tagore 

Financial support by 
Raja Rammohan Roy Library Foundation, Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India 

 
 

Programme in detail 
 
11th February, 2012 Saturday 
 
9.00 Exhibition: Presenting art work and handicrafts by the children of RSV, by members of 
Ghosaldanga & Bishnubati villagers and present or former art teachers 
Coordinator Sanyasi Lohar 
 
Venue- Rolf Schoembs Vidyashram (RSV school near Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati) 
 
The inaugural programme was started at the main stage of the school. The stage was decorated with the 
traditional Santal symbols keeping a large portrait of Rabindranath Tagore in the middle.  25 lamps were 
lit by the special guests of the inaugural session Mrs. Marianne Pal Chowdhury, Secretary, Friends of 
Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati e.V., Germany; Mr. Mohan Hembrom, Headman of Ghosaldanga and Presi-
dent of GASS; Mrs. Khukumoni Hansda, Leader, Women Self Help Group, Bishnubati and others. Chief 
Guest of the session Dr. Monika Golembiewski, formally opened the Children’s Art Exhibition for the 
audience by beating the drum 25 times. The exhibition was put up on the playground of RSV.  Short 
speeches were delivered by Mr. Sona Murmu, Secretary, GASS and Mr. Boro Baski, Headmaster, RSV. 
Mr. Sanyasi Lohar and Mr. Baidyanath Murmu, both artists with degrees from Kala Bhavan, Santini-
ketan, and art teacher of RSV, explained the art work of the children. Besides the children’s art work 
there were also stalls on science modules by high school students; bio-farming; health and nutrition and 
history of RSV school and activities of GASS through photographs.  
 
 
9.30 – 13.00 Workshop [in Santali and Bengali]  “To the Tune of Rabindranath” 
Coordinator Boro Baski 
 
The workshop was held at the courtyard of the ‘Hihiri Pipiri’ Boys’ Hostel. The theme of the workshop 
was ‘To the Tune of Rabindranath Tagore: Development initiatives Ghosaldanga, Bishnubati and Rolf 
Schoembs Vidyashram’. There were four speakers in the panel who presented their views on various top-
ics related to Santal development, culture, human rights and the development approach of Ghosaldanga 
and Bishnubati. The speakers were Mr. Sona Murmu, Mr. Boro Baski, Mr. David M. Solomon SJ. 
Dumka, Jharkhand, Dr. Dominik Mardi, Former Secretary, International Confederation of Indigenous 
Tribal People (ICITP), New Delhi. Participants of the workshop were mostly educated Santals of the sur-
rounding villages, employees of the organization, teachers and journalists; There were a number of for-
eign delegates from Germany, England, The Netherlands and Bangladesh. Ms. Krishna Mardi, Additional 
District Magistrate of Birbhum was the special guest of the seminar. Mr. Gokul Hansda moderated the 
workshop and Mr. Snehadri Sekhar Chakraborty gave the vote of thanks. Lunch was served to all the par-
ticipants.     



12 
 

17.00 Cultural Programme presented by students and villagers.  
Coordinator Sona Murmu 
 
The Cultural programme was organized in the evening on the main stage of the programme on the RSV 
campus. The items of the programme were a Santali theatre play, a mime show, a girls’ gymnastics show, 
Santal dances and songs. At the end of the programme there was an open air dance programme in the 
ground on which all were invited to join. About 1.200 people from the surrounding villages participated 
in the programme. Dinner was served to all the participants.       
 
 
12th February, 2012 Sunday 
 
9.00 – 13.00 Seminar for the academic community & general public:   “Inspired by Rabin-
dranath Tagore:Twenty-five years of Rural Development in Two Santal Villages” 
Coordinator Martin Kämpchen  
 
Venue: Venue Nippon Bhavan, (Purva Palli, Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan) 
 
The seminar on “Twenty-five years of Rural Development in Two Santal Villages” was conducted for the 
academic community & the general public. In the beginning of the seminar two booklets, one in English 
and another in Bengali, on the 25 years of work for the Santal community were presented to the public by 
Mrs, Ranu Dattagupta. Four speakers presented their paper followed by discussion:  

Dr. Kathleen O’Connell, Toronto, spoke on “Rabindranath Tagore’s Rural Reconstruction Achieve-
ments and Failures”. Prof. Kumkum Bhattacharya, Visva-Bharati, on “Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati - 
Torchbearers of Rabindranath’s ideas?”; Mr. Boro Baski, M.S.W, talked about the “Ideas and method of 
work at Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati - A View point”; finally Dr. Martin Kämpchen, Santiniketan talked 
on “Ghosaldanga Adibasi Seva Sangha – Did it make a difference?”  

The discussion was moderated by Prof. Ranjit Bhattacharya, former director, Anthropological Survey 
of India. Lunch was provided to the participants at the Purva Palli Guest House after the seminar. 
 
 
18.00 Popular Cultural Programme:  “Under the Great Banyan Tree of Rabindranath” 
Coordinator Gokul Hansda 
 
Venue:  Gitanjali Auditorium, Bolpur 
 
About a thousand people mostly from the villages of Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati and surrounding San-
tals villages came to see the cultural events at the Gitanjali Auditorium, Bolpur. The programme was col-
ourfully arranged with different items. The programme started with a Santal folk dance by village women, 
followed by a video show reflecting the history of social work at Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati. Other im-
portant events were the Santal and Baul songs by Rathin Kisku, Santiniketan, and Nitai Bas Baul Suri. A 
South Indian flute melody was played by Ludwig Pesch, Amsterdam. In between there was a felicitation 
programme in which the organization honoured several personalities who have contributed to the devel-
opment of the Santal community through our organization in the last 25 years. They were Dr. Monika 
Golembiewski, Mrs. Marianne Pal Chowdhury, Mr. Peter Adams (Germany); Mr. Alan Rousham, UK; 
Mr. Sandhi Mukherjee,  IPS, Kolkata; Dr. Dominique Mardi, New Delhi; Mr. Monotosh Das (Bolpur); 
Mr. Samiran Nandy, Santiniketan. The programme ended with Santal folk songs presented by the eminent 
Santal singers Ram Kisku and his group and Lalsusant Soren of Dumka, Jharkhand. 
 



13 
 

 
Special Responsibilities 
 
1. Mr. Snehadri S. Chakraborty: 
 The financial advisor of the organization was the principal co-ordinator of the two-day celebra-
tions. Besides managing the finances he took care of the hospitality and accommodation of the 
guests. 
 
2. Dr. Martin Kämpchen: The advisor of the organization was in charge of liaison between the 
our organization and the European guests and academicians of Santiniketan and Kolkata. 
 
3. Mr. Rajen Sarkar: Managed the conveyance, food and refreshments during the programmes at 
Santiniketan.  
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Educational Achievements at Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati 

An Overview 
 
The Ghosaldanga Adibasi Seva Sangha and Bishnubati Adibasi Marshal Sangha, two registered 
organisations, work in the two Santal villages Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati for the last 25 years. 
From their inception the Sangha’s main focus has been education. When they began, each village 
had only one single student who had passed the Madhyamik Examination. They were Sona 
Murmu in Ghosaldanga and Boro Baski in Bishnubati. No other student attended High School 
then. Since Sona and Boro began to organize the educational activities in their respective village, 
the picture gradually changed. Each of the two villages now operates 
*  one kindergarten (with lunch), 
*  one coaching centre for Primary School pupils (evenings), 
*  one coaching centre for Secondary School students (mornings and evenings). 
 
Since 1996 the Sangha runs the Rolf Schoembs Vidyashram (RSV), a non-formal Santal School 
situated between Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati. Children from these two villages attend classes 
during the day. The main aim of our school (RSV) is to develop an appropriate teaching method 
and syllabus suitable in a Santal village context. A hostel and a special coaching centre for class 
X and IX have been started since 2007 and 2009 respectively at RSV campus. 
The following statistics represents the combined total of Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati. 
 
 
Some facts and figures: 
Total population: 809 persons. 
Ghosaldanga:         male 158, female 138 =   296 persons 
Bishnubati:             male 267, female 246 =   513 persons 
 
Kindergarten:         male   30, female   26 =     56 pupils 
 
Coaching Centres: 
Primary Level:        male   28, female   21 =    49 pupils 
Secondary Level:    male   21, female   36 =    57 pupils 
 
 
Since the beginning of the Sangha’s educational activities, the following number of students 
passed the following examinations and placed in various job and professions: 
Madhyamik      20 
Higher Secondary    7 
B. A.        3  
B.Ed         1 
B.S.W., M.S.W.    1  
M.A.        1 
Post-Diploma in Fine Arts 1  
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Rolf Schoembs Vidyashram (RSV):  
 
Primary School  (Class KG  to IV):    male 46, female 37 = 83 pupils 
Hihiri Pipiri Adibasi Hostel (Class V to X):  male 14, female 11 = 25 pupils 
Special coaching centre (IX and X):    male 07, female 04 = 11 pupils 
 
The Ghosaldanga Adibasi Seva Sangha and Bishnuabti Adibasi Marshal Sangha have 9 full-time 
teachers and 19 part-time teachers. This excludes unpaid volunteers recruited from the senior 
students of both villages. 
 
 
For further information about the organization and recent publications please log on to our 
website- 
 
Friends of Ghosaldanga and Bishnubati e.V., Frankfurt (Germany) 

http://www.dorfentwicklung-indien.de (in German; English version under preparation) 

Links to recent publications 
 http://www.dandc.eu/articles/220714/index.en.shtml (English) 
http://www.dandc.eu/articles/220714/index.de.shtml (German) 


