An Inquiry into the World of the Adivasis of West Bengal
Study carried out by Pratichi Institute and Asiatic Socfety

Preliminary Findings

According to the 2011 Census, India has 104,545,716 Adivasis in
been able to form a country of their own, it would have been the \
More se, the Adivasis of lndia—with more than 700 'communitie's =

With a vlew to the epistemological as well as the pracncal policy
knowledge gap, the Asiatic Society and the Pratichi Institute came tog 3



e Nearly two thirds of the households had no drainage system at all. Only three percent of those cor -"":::‘- -

1o drains had covered drains.

e The miniscule share of treatment sought at the grassroo[s primary faciliﬁﬁ;(f

e The survey found that 53 percent of the total surveyed population was ¢ ngaged
generating work. This implies that children and elderly people are also involved i
of the total workers identified themselves as hired manual laborers (in both agrici
sectors); 27 percent were cultivators. Nearly one fourth of the households were re
88 percent were marginal farmers.

e Only 14 percent of the study population was aware of their rights under **
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act 2006",
over forest lands. )
e Shrinking work opportunities have resulted in the young men i
increasing the workload of the Womenmembersmsxderab y.

e Thirty one percent of the surveyed househ



v In some areas like North and South 24 Parganas, Adivasis without political strength were found to h&
xploited by powerful lobbies including some politically and economically advanced Adivasis, alien:

hem from their land.

Policy Requirements

For policy modifications, it is important to go beyond the administrative convention by
divasis as a single category, Rather, policy framing requires mandatory recognition o‘f'  '_
ltural, economic and other diversities, so as to address the different problems faced by difi

lucational opportunities for those who are at the bottom. Similarly, while it may be ,
figation facilities for the agriculturist communities among the Adivasis, it would mvolvc
‘a distinct program for the non-agriculturist groups who depend more on forest or other nat

eliminated. It is not very difficult to identify the difficulties related to
cpportunities by the Adivasi children in general, and children of certain

educational initiatives. Utilization of the resources a
just one of several ways that can be found.




